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The Honorable Clare Bolfcan, Chairman 

House Corcruiiteo ca H-xprsaditures in the Executive Ho par treats 
House Office Hullding 
Washington 25, C« 

L'y dear Mr* Chairman i 

It has been brought to ovr attention that numerous newspaper articles 
have stated that the Central Intelligence Group has usurped various depart-* 
Ktental intelligence functions and forced established organisations out of 
the field* These charges have be?n particularly leveled at the operation 
by tha Central Intelligence Group of clandestine intelligence activities. 
These charges are not true. ■ 


It has long been felt by those who have successfully operated clardss— 
tin® intelligence systems that such work must be centralized ■within one 
ago ncy* As a corollary to this proposition, It nos like vise bees proven 
that a multitude of espionage agencies results in utso shortcomings: first, 
agents tend to uncover each other or block each other's funds or similarly 
neutralise each other, being unaware of identical objectives; second, each 
agency tends to hoard its ovai special infer.. utica or attempts to to the 
first to deliver a choice piece of iaioiaation to higher authorities. Ibis 
latter type of competition does not penult the overall evaluation of ir-tel.il- 
g once on a given subject, as each agency is competing for prestige. 

For the reasons cited ar-ovs, which v*re highlighted by or erf once 
during the last war, it was felt inadvisable, after dua study by interdepart- 
mental cosaaittees, to permit the several departments to conduct independent 
clandestine operations. For tils reason, the National Intelligence Authority, 
under date of d July issued the foilcuiag directive, which is quoted in 

parts 

.DOS & OSD 

review(s) COmpfeS8HS' uaa ^ to tha President’s Letter of 22 January 1?L6, designating 

this Authority us responsible lor planning, developing and coordinating all 
Federal foreign intelligence activities, so us to insure tha most effective 
accorsplishncnt of the intelligence russicn related to tbo national security, 

.... • ^p^ebP^f^lease^G^/ei/S^bfelA-RDP^-^IOROSOl^trooi^ - r ~ 

ior;U tha following services of co.:i..o:i concern, u U; tius/.uu..oriiy un- 
terciined can bo more efficiently accompli shod centrally: Conduct of all 
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tThia Authority reaffirms thi n directive as of the utrost isncrtaaco 
to the national security, for the reasons outlined above. Sirdlnrly, 
the Central intellidsr.ee Group should 1'*- iron Lo ascune, under o.r 
direction, or the subsequent cilraction of a .<a^io-^l •.ocuritj, uo .c j.1, 
the performance, lor the benefit of the intollibe-.ee agencies of the 
Government, of such services, of couuon concern, including the field 
of collection, as this Authority or a subsequent Council defences can 
bo laore efficiently performed centrally. 


Sincerely yours. 


Secretary of State 


Secretary of rVar 


Secretary of The l.avy 


Personal hop roseate five 
of the president 
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